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ranks; what advantage even the State might procure from it, if the
occupations, trades and undertakings of men were brought upon
the stage ; and presented on their praiseworthy side, in that point
of view in which the State itself should honour and protect them.
As matters stand, we exhibit only the ridiculous side of men;
the comic poet is, as it were, bat a spiteful tax-gatherer, who
keeps a watchful eye over the errors of his fellow-subjects, and
seems gratified when he can fix any charge upon them. Might it
not be a worthy and pleasing task for a statesman to survey the
natural and reciprocal influence of all classes on each other, and
to guide some poet, gifted with sufficient humour, in such labours
as these ? In this way, I am persuaded, many very entertaining,
both agreeable and useful pieces, might be executed."
" So far," said Laertes, " as I, in wandering about the world,
have been able to observe, statesmen are accustomed merely to
forbid, to hinder, to refuse; but very rarely to invite, to further,
to reward. They let all things go along, till some mischief hap-
pens ; then they get into a rage, and lay about them."
" A truce with state and statesmen !" said Philina; " I cannot
form a notion of statesmen except in periwigs; and a periwig,
wear it who will, always gives my fingers a spasmodic motion; I
could like to pluck it off the venerable gentleman, to skip up and
down the room with it, and laugh at the bald-head."
So, with a few lively songs, which she could sing very beauti-
fully, Philina cut short their conversation; and urged them to a
quick return homewards, that they might arrive in time for seeing
the performance of the rope-dancers in the evening. On the road
back she continued her lavish generosity, in a style of gaiety reach-
ing to extravagance; for, at last, every coin belonging to herself
or her companions being spent, she threw her straw-hat from the
window to a girl, and her neckerchief to an old woman, who asked
her for alms.
Philina invited both of her attendants to her own apartments;
because, she said, the spectacle could be seen more conveniently
from her windows than from theirs.
On arriving, they found the stage set up, and the background
decked with suspended carpets. The swing-boards were already
fastened, the slack-rope fixed to posts, the tight-rope bound over
trestles. The square was moderately filled with people, and the
windows with spectators of some quality.
Pickleherring, with a few insipidities, at which the lookers-on

